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ABSTRACT 

An i nvostiaa tion o* Fussian surnames reveals a 
system in which pronunciation is largely determine! by two se + s of 
factors* The author considers in detail the relationship between the 
stress in a surname and the stress in a word from which the name is 
derived and also the relationship between the stress in surnames and 
their "endings 1 ' as they are written in traditional orthography. It is 
demonstrated that, while most Pussian surnames are systematically 
derived, many exceptions and individual pronunciations do exist. (PT) 
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By Morton Benson 
University of Pennsylvania 

To the non-native speaker of Russian, the stress of Russian sur- 
names often seems hopelessly complex. 1 One Investigator cites, 
for example, an unnamed American student of Russian who laments: 
H If there are three syllables in a Soviet surname, my first two 
choices will be wrong ones. " 2 Even native speakers at times va- 
ci’late in the pronunciation of some surnames. An informant may 
hesitate to place a stress if he has never heard the surname in ques- 
tion pronounced and may, consequently, allow two (or three) variant 
stresses. 

Other variant stressesare attributable to the personal preference 
of the bearer of a name. He may prefer or insist on a stress which 
differs from the most frequently used accentuation. Such individual 



0 

A 

* 

0 

o 

J 



pronunciations are not uncommon in Russian. Here are several ex- 
amples taken fromSoviet reference works, which seem to make every 
effort to record correctly the stress used by the bearer of each name: J 
P. V. AbrosJmdv, architect 4 { c f . the normal stre ss Abrosimov) ; A. 
T. Bdlotov, author* (cf. the normal Boldtov) ; K. M. Bykdv, physi- 
ologist 4 (cf. the normal Bykov); N. O. Egordv, physicist 7 (cf. the 
normal Fgdrov); N. D. KaSkfn, music critic’ (cf. the normal K<*$kln) • 
V. P. MosoJ<5v, agricultural technician’ (cf. the normal Mosdlov) ; 
N. !. Novikdv, author” {cf. the normal Ndvikov) ; V. M. Obuxdv, 
statistician and V. S. Obuxov, architect 11 (cf. the normal Obuxov); 
S.I.O/.egov, lexicographer* 1 (cf. the normal Ozegov); F. N. Sveddv, 
physicist* 5 (cf. the normal Svifdov; ; H A. A. UxtOmskiJ, physiolo- 
gist M (cf. the normal UxtdmskIJ) . 

Another typo of individual pronunciation arises when a surname 
exists in two generally recognized stress variants. Each bearer of 
the namechooscsone of the variants. The most widespread surname 
which produces such individual pronunciations is, of course, Ivanov. 
Of thirty -six Ivanovs listed in the Large Soi ict Encyclopedia, 
twenty-sevenare given as Ivandv and eight as Ivdnov. For one, no 
stress is indicated, (lie is listed in the Smalt Soviet Encyclopedia 
as Ivanov.) Other such variants noted In the f.ar&e Solid Fncy- 
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c t opedia and the Small Soviet Encyclopedia ace the following: N* 
N.AnlCkov, pathologist— D. S, AmCkov, philosopher; S. A. Zemdv, 
zoologist— D. V. Zernov, scientist and D. N. Zernov, anatomist; 
V. N. Tonkov, scientist— I. M. Tonkov, artist. In other Instances, 
only one variant (the pronunciation of a we U- known person's name) 
is recorded in the reference works; the second variant, however, is 
also widespread. Examples follow; N. I. Grascenkov, neurologist 
(cf. the variant Grascenkov); P. F. Zfgarev, military expert (cf. 
Zigarcv) ; G. V. Zlmelev, scientist (cf. Zfrnelev) ; X. M. toparev, 
paleographer (of. Loparev) ; N. P. Ogarev, poet (cf. Ogarev); K. 
M. Taxtarev, historian (cf. the more frequently used Taxtarev). 

Soviet reference works occasionally disagree with each other on 
the stress of one and the same person's surname. The following 
variant stresses, taken from the Large Soviet Encyclopedia and 
BylinskiJ's Stress Dictionary t apparently refer to the same person. 
The Encyclopedia stress is given “first, then BylinskiJ's: Dikdv— 

Dfkov, Ju. I., Stakhanovite la the -operator; Gmyrev— Gmyrev, A. M., 
poet; Doxturov— Doxturov, D.S., general; Puzandv -Pu 2 tfnov, A.M. , 
political figure; Raz<5nkov~ Razenkov, I.P., physiologist; Cebyo&v — 
CebySev, P. L. , mathematician. Another example of disagreement 
Is offered by the name of the poet K. BaTmont. Byllnskij gives the 
stress PdFmont; the Small Soviet Encyclopedia gives BaFmont. 

In the above, wo have noted that the stress of surnames in Rus- 
sian is characterized by the existence of many variants. In the fol- 
lowing, an attem pt will be made to show that the stress in surnames 
is not so chaotic as it may scorn from what has been stated above. 
The stress of most surnames does fit into a system. To be sure, 
numerous exceptions and individual stresses will remain; the. care 
far more of these in surnames than in the general Russian vocabulary 
as described in the standard dictionaries. 

The approximately 24, 000 surnames selected for the Dictionary 
of Russian Personal Names' 1 were presented in mimeographed form 
to native informants. The informants then placed the stresses or 
variant stresses on the names. On the basis of this material, two 
general factors can be singled out as significant for the accentua- 
tion of surnames: 1. the stress of the source word (usually a noun, 
occasionally an adjective) from which the surname is derived; 2, 
the fonn of the last syllable or two syllables as represented in the 
traditional orthography, especially when the surname is not related 
by the Informant to a source noun. 

In theory, the first factor alone should be sufficient to explain 
surname stress: presumably every Russian surname reflects a source 
word, native or foreign ( often a name or nickname) . Since, how- 
ever, the derivation of many surnames has been obscured by time 
and space, 11 the second factor has shown itself to bo most helpful 
in describing the stress In a large number of names. We turn now 
to an examination of these factors. 
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I. The relationship between the stress in a surname and the stress 
in a word 1 * from which the name is derived may be summarized as 
follows. 

A. If the stress of a masculine or feminine declension source 
noun (this noun can be a given name) remains constant on the 
stem throughout its declension, the stress in the derived surname 
is on the corresponding syllable. Examples; Voronov— vdron 
'raven 1 ; Vordnln— rordua 'crow'; Molotov— mtilot ‘hammer*; 
§vedov— dr ed 'Swede*; Barsov— bars ‘leopard*; Borfsov— Borfs 
(given name); Fedin— Fddja (diminutive of Fddor) ; Bujdnov — 
bujdn 'ruffian*; Kapitanov— Uap it dn ‘captain.* 

There are several exceptions in this group. Examples: (the 
variant) Ivanov — Ivrftt (name); Lavrdv — lavr 'laurel*; Perldv— 
perl ' pearl*; Sokoldv— s 6kol 'falcon.’ The stress of Lavrdv may 
be the result of an obsolete end stress on the case endings. 20 
The stress of Evanov and Sokolov also reflect a dialectal or ob- 
solete end stress on the case endings. 21 

B. Surnames derived from masculine-declension polysyllabic 
nouns which in their declension have a constant stress on the 
case endings are usually stressed on the -vr(or -ev) suffix. 
Examples; Gondar<5v— gonc&r ‘potter*; GorSkdv— gorsdk ‘pot*; 
Zuravl£v— iitvdvV ‘crane*; Klseldv — kis£V 'Jelly*; Lopuxdv— 
lopUx 'burdock'; Orldv — orel 'eagle*; Sudakdv— sudak ' pike 
perch*; Kullkdv— kultk ‘snipe*; Tolmaddv— tot m<fd 'interpreter*; 
Murav'fiv — muravtj 'ant. 1 

C. Surnames derived from monosyllabic masculine nouns with 

constant stress on the case endings present a complex picture. 
Some are stem* stressed; some have the stress on the - ov ; a few 
allow variant stresses. 22 Examples of stem-stressed surnames: 
Bykov — byk 'bull*; Grdxov— grex 'sin 1 ; Grlbov-^rr&Jmush- 
room*; Gr<55ev— gros ’farthing' ; D 1 jdkov— d'jak 'clerk 1 ; Zukov — 
ink 'beetle*; Kdtov — hot 'tomcat*; Sldnov — slon 'elephant*; 
Umov — uni 'intelligence*; Jdzev— jm 9 ’ ide * ( fish) . Examples of 
end stress: Blfndv — blln ‘pancake*; Drozddv — drozd ‘thrush*; 

Ersdv — ers 'ruff* (fish); Petrdv — F3tr (name); Fopov— pop 
'priest*; Stolbdv-sfo?6 ‘pillar*; Tltdv— Tit ( name) ; XruSCSv- 
xrusc 'cock-chafer*; 6i£dv — cii 'siskin.* Examples of variant 
stresses: Kustdv — kust 'bush*; LdSfev—Z^sV ' bream* ; Fdstdv— 
pest ‘peslle*; Xolmdv — xohn 'hill ; Sditdv — scit 'shield.* 

In several instances, the stress on the stem of the surname 
can be attributed to an obsolete stem stress in the declension of 
the source noun, Kiparsky has shown, namely, that such nouns 
as grib, ink, koi t d*jak, ja*\ etc., at an earlier stage of the 
language possibly had stem stress in their declension, 1 
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